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When I was a young boy, I loved to sit on
the steps of a front porch and listen to 
my father and our friends or relatives tell 
stories. They told stories about interesting 

people they had known, about amazing places or events 
they had seen. They told long serious tales and short funny 
ones, slowing down only to sip their ice tea. One story was 
my favorite because it determined the destiny of my family. 
It was about my grandfather’s life being saved by a fellow 
Confederate soldier at the Battle of Shiloh in 1862. I learned 
a lot about people and about history from those accounts. I 
came to understand later that history is the sum total of all 
our stories.

In this history of our beautiful Palmetto State, I have writ-
ten many different stories about individual people and groups 
of people. Selecting the narratives, the people, and the events 
that will best illustrate what the past of our state was really 
like is the hardest part of writing a history. Historians try to 
select accounts from the past that will accurately tell the big-
ger story that we call the state’s history. We try to select those 
that are pivotal—that demonstrate points at which history 
could have gone in a very different direction. And we try to select those 
stories that will connect this state’s history with the nation’s history—and 
even the world’s. Studying history helps us learn not only about ourselves, 
but also about how we connect with all other people in one human story 
that reaches around the world and as far back in time as we can see. 

One unique thing about this book is that several of my historian friends 
and others have written their own stories for you about people or events 
they know a lot about. They have special stories to tell, and I appreciate 
their offering them to you. Please read a bit about them in the “Author’s 
Acknowledgments.” Besides historians, there is an astronaut, a former judge 
and state senator, a town mayor, a land conservationist, a photographer, 
and an adviser to governors. All have stories that are part of the great story 
which is South Carolina history. Have a great adventure as you learn about 
South Carolina: Our History, Our Home!
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Above: The flags that fly over 
Fort Sumter are a history lesson 
in themselves. Page i:  The South 
Carolina State House. Pages ii-iii: 
View of Table Rock from Cherokee 
Foothills Scenic Highway.  Pages 
vi-x: Live Oaks near Edisto Island.
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